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a full description of the tools belonging- to 
each branch of business, and copious di- 
rections for their use; with an explana- 
tion of the terms used in each art, and an 
introduction to practical geometry ; by 
Peter Nicholson, illustrated with thirty- 
nine plates, price 1 8s. boards. 

NOVEt.S AND ROMANCE*. 

The Rival Roses ; or wars of York and 
Lancaster; a tale, £.1 Is. 

Mademoiselle de la Fayatte ; or, the age 
of Louis XtU. ; an historical romance ; by 
Madame de Genlis, translated from the 
Trench. 

POKTRT. 

The Sylphs of the seasons, with ether 
poems; by W. A listen, Gs. bds. 

The Shannon and Chesapeake, 5s. 6d. 

The Peruvians; in ten cantos; bv Ro- 
bert Huisli, Estj. 10s. 

The Grin of a Moment ; or, a piece of 
old hat ; interspersed with a few philo- 
sophical observations bv W. Houghton, 
Esq. R.N. 

Poems; including George Gordon's 
Ghost, Catholic emancipation, the papist's 
petition, the Prince Regent's reply, the 
middle course ; and many others ; by 
Harry Hornett, Esq. 5s. 

FOLITICS, 4KB POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

Remarks on Mr. Weyland's letter to 
Sir Hugh Inglis, Bart, en the State of Re- 
ligion in India ; by i\!ajor Scott Waring, 2s. 

A Letter to his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Sussex, on the self-misnamed 
friends of eivtt at:d religions liberty ; by 
an Orangeman, Is. 6d. 

Speech of the Hon. Josiah Quincey, de- 
livered in the House of Representatives 
in the United States of Ameriea, Jan. 5, 
J8ir>, oca bill for raising an additional 
military force, wherein the causes and ef- 
fects of the present war are particularly 
developed, 25. 



SERMONS. 

Sermons ; by Thomas Somerville, D.D, 
F.R.S.E. minister of Jedburgh, and one of 
Majesty's chaplains in ordinary, 



his 
IUs. 



Cd. hoards. 



THEOLOGf. 



The scripture of reason and nature ; 
containing the laws of intellect; the laws 
of virtue; the laws of policy ; laws of 
physiology, or the philosophy of sense ; 
by John Stewart, the Traveller, 3s. 

A brief Narrative of the Baptist mission 
in India ; by Andrew Fuller, Is. 6"d. 

Sequel to ecclesiastical researches ; in 
which the origin of the introductory chap- 
ters of Matthew and Luke, is brought to 
light from Josephus, and in which the 
peculiar articles of the orthodox faith are 
traced to the system of the Gnostics, who 
opposed the gospel in the days of Christ 
and his apostles; by John Jones, 10s. 6d. 

A conversation between an Unitarian 
Missionary and a friend on the doctrine of 
the Trinity ; by A. Bennet, Sd. 

A Treatise on the church, chiefly with res- 
pect to its government, in which the Divine 
Right of Episcopacy is maintained ; the Su- 
premacy of the Bishop of Rome proved to be 
contrary to the scriptures and primitive 
Fathers; and the Reformed Episcopal 
Church in England, Ireland, and Scotland, 
proved to be a sound and orthodox part 
of the Catholic Church, compiled from 
the most eminent divines ; by Edward 
Barwick, M.A. of Trinity College Dublin, 
second edition, considerably enlarged and 
improved. — Bclfui frint:d. 

Touas. 

A Tour through Italy ; by the Rev. J. 
C. Eustace. 

Tour through Ireland; by the Reyv 
James Hall, 3 -vols. =£.1 Is. 



PEOCEEDIXGS AT PUBLIC MEETINGS. 



ktka cts from the pkoceedings of a from the several Presbyteries the foiKrw- 

oenerai. srsoo at cookstokn, THE in S members, viz., from 

29TH JONB, 1813. MOKAGHAN PLESBYTEHY. 

* Jamattrti 

Tut Rev. Thomas Makay, the Moder- James Morell, 

sow, opened this Synod, by preaching James Gibson, 

from Ephesians II., 20; then constituted Patrick Whyte, 

« by prayer. After which, were present James Harpur, 
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Elders. 
Andrew Boyle. 

tEFBYTERY. 

George Kidd, 

James Smyth, 
Hugh White, 
Adam Lynn, 
John M'Cormick, 

James Lawson, 

George Ferguson, 



Ministers. 
Robert Winning', 
Robert Campbell, 

TYRONE Tl 

Br. Dickson, 
James Whiteside, 
William Moore, 
Tiiomas Makay, 
John Davidson, 
John Cowan, 
Moses Chambers, 
Robert Hogg, 
David Bennett, 
William Brown, 
Robert Cunningham 

ARMAGH PRESBYTER!'. 

Thomas Cuming, 

James Banlchead, Wm. Heron, 

Dr. W. Nelson, 

Andrew G. Malcolm, 

Robert Adams, 

Paul Boreland. 

STRABANE PRESBYTERY. 

William Duniop, 

Charles Hemphill, 

William Porter, Hugh Boyle, 

William Macrea, 

Johu M'Farlane, 

6amuel Armar. 



Wm. Cuthbertson, 



John Kidd, 



DE1RY PRESBYTERY, 

Dr. Black, 
Hugh Brooke, 
Henrv Folder, 
Richard Dill, 
D«id Hamilton, 
James Allison, 
William Monteith, 
John Mitchel, 
George Hay, 
James Johnston. 

T2MPLEPATR1CK PRESBYTERY. 

Robert Orr, 

Robert Thompson, 

Thomas Alexander, 

Robert Campbell, James Blow, 

JVath. Alexander, Thomas Hunter, 

Alexr. Montgomery, 

Henry Cook, Andrew Thomson, 

Wdiiam Gleady. 

DROMOKE PRESBYTERY. 

James Birch, 

John Thompson, Robert I^ewis, 

John M'Cance, 

Alexander Patterson, 

John M'llwain, 

Ham. Dobbin, Joseph Boyd, 

William Wright, 
Moses Finlay, 



Mimters. Elders. 

William Magowan, 
James Black, 

Wm. M'Ewen, Alexr. M'Ewen, 

James M'Clelland, 

BET FAST PRE<BYTFAY. 

Samuel Hauna, James Munfoad, 

Henry Simpson, 

James M'CulIough. Thoma* Moore. 

BANGOR rRESBYTERY. 

Andrew Craig, 

Robert Achcson, John Haslett, 

John Mulligan, 

Hugh Woods, Henry Andrews, 

Henry Montgomery, 

David White, Edward Prenter, 

William Skelly. 

DUBLIN PRESBYTERY. 

James Horner, 
John Baird. 

BALLYMEKA TRESBYTERT. 



Robert Christie, 
Henry Henry, 
John Smyth, 
Robert Stuart, 
Wm. Waughope, 



S. Cunningham, 
Robert Malcolm, 



John-Patrick. 



LETTERKENNY PRESBYTERY. 

Henry Millar, 
John Holmes, 
William Ramsay, 
William Huston, 
Joseph Lytle, 
Samuel Cuthbertson, 
Edward Reid, 
James Marshall, 
John Gillespie. 

CIOGHER PRESBYTERY- 



Andrew Millar, 
James Ker, 
William Johnston, 
James Hall, 
John Samson, 
James Philips, 
John Anderson, 



Henry Carson, 



ROOT PRESBYTERY. 



Robert Rentoul, 
James Elder, 
Matthew Elder, 
James Brown, 
Francis Dill, 
Samuel Dill, 
Charles Kenedy, 
James Boyle, 
John Whiteside, 
Solomon Brown, 
Richard Dill, 
James Huey, 



Alexr. Miller, 
Thomas Smyth, 
Wm. Guiler, 
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8TNOD S COMMITTEE. 
Samuel Elder, James Agnew. 

ELDERS fROM VACANT CONGREGATIONS, 

&C. 
John Kenedy, 
John Graham, 
John Lockhart, 
Samuel Allen, 
Samuel Butler. 

Mr. Makay having moved, that an- 
other Moderator be chosen to this Synod, 
the following brethren were named, viz. 
Messrs. Morell, Cowan, Malcom, M'Far- 
lane, Brooke, Orr, M'Cance, M'Cullough, 
Craig, Christie, Reid, Hall, and James 
Elder. 

The roll was called, and Mr. Morell 
chosen. 

Mr. Cuming continued Clerk. 

THIRB SESSION. 
Wednesday, ttvo o'clock, P.M. 

Cookstown and Belfast were put in no- 
mination as places for the Synod's meeting 
next year : the roll was called, and Cooks. 
town carried. The meeting to take place 
on the last Tuesday in June next. Divine 
service to begin at five o'clock, afternoon. 

Mr. Munfoad repotted, that -£.42 \6 2%, 
being the sum in the hands of the Synod's 
late Bible Society, had been handed over 
to the Hibernian Bible Society, according 
to the instructions of the Synod, at its 
last meeting. 

Mr. Haona reported, that the recom 
rnendation of the last Synod, in favour of 
extending the Societies in connection with 
I he Belfast branch of the Hibernian Bible 
Society, had been attended with the hap- 
piest effects. 

Mr. John Thomson, on the part of the 
Committee appointed to prepare a code of 
iliscipline for this Church, read an outline 
of a plan for that purpose, which the 
Committee, for want of time, had not 
been able to complete. 

Resolved, That this Synod entertain a 
strong sense of the zeal and ability with 
■which their Committee have taken up and 
prosecuted so far as they have gone, the 
business committed to their care • that 
thev instruct the Committee to proceed in 
this most necessary work, and that the 
code of discipline be preceded by a form 
of Presbyterian Church government. 

On reading the minute of last year re- 
specting Dr. Dickson, Mr. Porter signi- 
fied his intention of moving, that the en- 
tire minute shall be rescinded ; but in or* 



der to come to his purpose with mora 
effect, he intended to move separately on 
certain points pending between Dr. Dick- 
son and the members of th ; s Synod Ac- 
cordingly, adverting to the first of Dr. 
Black's charges against Dr. Dickson, h» 
moved, that the Synod of 1799 acted in- 
considerately in declaring, without in., 
quiry and without evidence, that twu mem- 
bers of their body, then in confinement, 
were " implicated in treasonable or sedi- 
tious practices. ' 

This motion was opposed, as being out 
of oroer ; and, after a tedious discussion, 
its further consideration was deferred till 
the next sederunt. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning *t 7 
o'clock, 

FOURTH SESSION. 

Thursday morning, seven o'clock. 

After prayer, thedebateon Mr. Porter's 

motion was resumed, when, after a long 

discussion, the previous question was put 

and negatived. 

Synod adjourned till half-past 10 o'clock, 

FIFTH SESSION. 

Thursday, half past ten, A.M. 

The discussion on Mr. Porter's motion 
was resumed, and the following amend- 
ment moved : — that after the word " that," 
the remaining words of the original motion 
be omitted, and the following substituted 
in their place : " it is not expedient to 
proceed further in the business respecting 
Dr. Dickson." On the call of the roll, 
this amendment was negatived ; after 
which, the motion, with the consent of 
the mover and seconder, was thus amend- 
ed: — " That in the minute of the Synod of 
1799, the piirase ' implicated in treason- 
able or seditious practices,' as applied to 
two of its members then in confinement, 
was inaccurately used, inasmuch as it ap- 
pears to be liable to an unfavourable con- 
struction respecting them." 

On the call of the roll, the motion thus 
amended was carried. 

Moved, That this Synod regrets that 
the Synod of 1805 dismissed without an 
answer, a memorial presented to them by 
Dr. Dickson, requiring them to declare, 
whether the expression " implicated in 
treasonable or seditious practices" in the 
minute of 1799, alluded to him, and if so, 
what was the meaning attached to it. The 
roll was called, an d the motion carried. 

Against these two resolutions, Mr, 
Wright, aud several other members, sijf 
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■fied their intention of protesting, and 
assigning their reasons in due time. 

Synod adjourned with prayer, till to- 
morrow morning at 7 o'clock. 

SIXTH SESSION. 

Friday morning, seven icloci. 
After prayer, it was moved, that an in- 
linuation against this Synod, contained in 
a book lately published by Dr. Dickson, 
entitled " A Narrative, &c," of having 
from motives of hostility to him, and his 
present congregation of Keady, wilfully 
neglected their interests in the late arrange- 
ment of bounty, is unfounded. 

In the course of the debate on this mo- 
tion, John Haslett, an Elder from the 4th 
congregation of Belfast, having asserted, 
•' that the portion of Bounty intended by 
Government for the newly erected con- 
gregation of Keady, had been given to 
pay the Synod's Clerk in 1805, and he 
believed he could prove it ;" it was una- 
nimously resolved, that the above asser- 
tion is a gross and unfounded calumny a- 
gainst the agent for the distribution of his 
Majesty's bounty, and the Synod. 

Moved and seconded, that the name of 
John Haslett be expunged from the roll of 
this Synod. On the call of the roll, this 
motion was carried by a great majority. 
Adjourned till half-past 10 o'clock. 

f&VENTH SESSION. 
Friday, half-past ten, AX. 
The discussion of the motion of last 
sederunt, respecting Dr. Dickson's insinua- 
tion against the Synod, being resumed, 

the following amendment was moved : - 

that after the word " that," the remaining 
words of the motion be left out, and the 

following substituted in their place: 

" That the Synod, as a body, had not the 
means of informing the congregation of 
Keady, why they were not included in 
the negi>ciation for bounty in 1803, but 
that this Synod is ready to aid a memorial 
to government, that that congregation may 
be included in the bounty list " 

This amendment, on the call of the roll, 
was negatived. 

The original motion was then agreed to. 
Moved, and unanimous'y agreed to, 
that an assertion made by Dr. Dickson in 
his Narratire, " that during his confine- 
ment, a motion was made in Synod, and 
supported by certain members, for sus- 
pending him from the ministerial office," 
i> unfounded. 



Moved, and unanimously agreed to, 
that a complaint made by Dr. Dickson, in 
the same publication, ag'ai;;st the Minister* 
of this body, for having " excluded him 
from being a contributor to the Widow** 
fund," is unfounded. 

Moved, that a charge preferred at our 
last meeting, by Dr. Black, and Mr. 
Thompson of Carnmoney, against Dr. 
Dickson, of having grossly violated truth 
and decency, in the account given by him 
of a discussion which took place at the 
meeting of Synod in the year 1799, rela- 
tive to the exclusion of Mrs. Porter from 
the Widow's fund, has not been substan- 
tiated. 

On this, motion, the previous question 
was put and carried. 

Against the previous question on this 
motion, Mr. Porter and others signified 
their determination to protest, and to as- 
sign their reasons in due time. 

Moved, that this Synod does not con- 
sider itself responsible for the book pub- 
lished since our last meeting by Dr. Black 
entitled, " Substance, &c." 

Dr. Black rose, and declared, that he 
took the whole responsibility of that pub- 
lication on himself, on which the motion 
was withdrawn. 

Ordered, that a copy of the three reso- 
lutions respecting Dr. Dickson be given 
him for his consideration, till to-morrow 
morning at 1 o'clock. 

Adjourned till to-morrow morning at 
6 o'clock. 

EIGHTH SESSION. 
Saturday morning, six o'clock. 

After prayer, Mr. Hanna begged leave 
to postpoue his intended motion respect- 
ing the conversion of the Jews, till next 
year. 

Mr. John Thomson presented a letter 
from the Managers and Visitors of the 
Belfast Academical Institution, referring 
to a former letter to the Synod. 

Resolved, That this Synod is ready to 
confer with the Belfast Academical Insti- 
tution, on the best means of promoting in 
interests, and for this purpose appoint a 
Committee, consisting of the following 
members, viz. Messrs. John Thomson, A. 
Malcom, R. Achtson, Dr. W. Neilson" 
N. Alexander, John Whiteside, W. Moore' 
W. Dunlop, S. Hanna, T. Alexander, R* 
Stewart, W. Porter, A, Millar, R. Hogg 
J. Bankhead, and G. Hay, to meet The 
managers in Belfast, on the second Wed- 
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nesday in August next. The Moderator 
is ordered to communicate this minute to 
the Board of Managers. 

A memorial from certain Students in 
Glasgow College was received, and re- 
ferred to the above Committee, to be re- 
ported on at our next meeting. 

£i» ihss place, the declaration in fawns of reli- 
gious likerty acmes hi. It appeared in bur 
last siumher t at page 55.] 

NINTH SESSroN. 

Ten octesk, 4.K. 

A supplication was presented to the 
Synod from that part of the congregation 
of Clare which adheres to Mr, Adams and 
the Synod, stating that the refractory 
members of the congregation continued to 
exclude Mr. Adams from the meeting- 
house, and had called in Seceders, who 
had supplied and continued to supply that 
part of the, congregation with preaching. 
Supplicants, pray the interposition of the 
Synod to put Mr. Adams in possession of 
his meeting-house. 

A supplication was also presented from 
fil members of said congregation, declar- 
ing their unwillingness to connect them- 
selves with the Seceders, and praying the 
disannexion of Mr. Adams from the con- 
gregation, as the only means of restoring 
peace, and preserving the congregation 
under the care of the Synod. 

After hearing the commissioners, Mr. 
Adams, and the presbytery of Armagh, it 
was unanimously resolved, that this con- 
gregation shall be pat under the care of a 
committee of the General Synod, and 
that the committee may allow the people 
to invite a probationer on trial ; and if 
elected, may ordain him as assistant and 
successor to Mr. Adams. The congrega- 
tion to be informed that an assistant min- 
ister is to be granted them, provided the 
friends to order and discipline in that 
place will submit respectfully to the au- 
thority of the Synod, and give their coun- 
tenance and aid to the ministers sent there 
by this body. 

Names of the committee : Sam. Hanna, 
Wm. Wright, John M'C'ance, Wm. Ma- 
guwan, David Bennet, Moses Finlay, 
John Johnston. 

Dr. Dickson having been heard at con- 
siderable length on the subject of the re- 
solutions given to him yesterday, handed 
a paper to the clerk as his explanation and 
apology. 

Resolved, that this Synod disapprove of 



what Dr. Dickson has offered as an apolo- 
gy ; but that under all the circumstances, 
they aismiss this subject, and order said 
paper to be returned to Dr. Dickson. 

Against this resolution, Mr. Wright 
and others signified their intention of pro- 
testing, and of assigning their reasons in 
due time. 

Protest against the previous question in 
the case of Mrs. Porter. 

We, the undersigned members of Sy- 
nod, protest against the above decision, 
for the following reasons. 

1st. Because the moving of the previous 
question in this case, when the merits of 
the original motion had been only partly 
entered into, appears to us an infringement 
an the rights of free discussion. 

2d. Because we are now convinced that 
what Dr. Dickson has stated in his " Nar- 
rative" on this subject is substantially true, 
though perhaps in one unimportant point, 
not literally correct ; inasmuch as it has 
appeared from incontrovertible testimony, 
that an animated discussion did take place, 
not only in 1 799, but in the year preced- 
ing, relative to the exclusiun of Mrs. Por- 
ter from the list of annuitants on the 
Widows' fund ; and also from a letter 
from a member of this body, read by Dr. 
Black, in opposition to the original mor 
lion, which letter contains a statement to 
this effect, that "itwas thought unnecessary 
to^irt the question" thus admitting that the 
observations which introduced the affair, 
were considered as equivalent to a motion. 



Ministers. 



William Porter, 
H. Montgomery, 
John Mulligan, 
Hugh S. Woods, 
Robert Achesou, 
H. Henry, 
David Whyte, 
Thomas Alexander, 
W. Dunlop, 
N. Alexander, 
Robert Thomson, 
John Smith, 



R. Stewart, 

(for first reason,) 
W. Waughope, do. 
WJDH.M'Ewen, do. 
J. A. Johnston, 
Robert Christie, 
Wm. Glendy, 
John Baird, 
Ham. Dobbin, 
Robert Campbell, 
Alex. Montgomery, 



Elders. 

Sam. Cunningham, James Blow, 

Robert Malcom, Thomas Hunter, 

Wm. Guiller, John Kennedy, 

George Kidd, John Patrick, 

Adam Lynd, James Agnew, 

A statement of the receipts and pay- 
ment of his Majesty's bounty, ending tile. 
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goth of September last, was - submitted to 
to the Interlocutor, and found correct and 
satisfactory. 

The accounts of the Treasurer of the 
Widows' fund up to the 1st of October, 
181 2, were examined and found correct. 

Ordered, thac the annuity to be paid 
to the Widows this year be =£.40. 

On the representation of Dr. Black, he 
i» instructed to pay =£.20, one moiety of 
nid annuity, so soon after the 1st of April 
next, as he may have suflicient funds in 
his hands. 

Mr. Boyle gave notice that he will 
move, at the meeting of the Interlocutor 
qext.vear, that the annual subscription of 
the contributors to the Widows' fund, be 
encfeased from two to three pounds. 

Synod concluded with prayer. 

Thomas Cuming, 
Clerk of General Synod. 

Extracted July 1 6th, 1813. 



WEST LONDON ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
EDUCATION OF THE POOR. 

A General Meeting of the friends to the 
establishment of this association took 
place at the British Coffeehouse, Cock- 
spur-street, August 3d, 1813, for the 
purpose of taking into consideration' the 
proceedings and suggestion of a commit- 
tee, which was appointed at a former 
meeting, to draw up such resolutions and 
regulations as they deemed most expedient 
for the furtherance of the great object 
which was in contemplation. 

Soon after seven o'clock the room was 
crowded with respectable inhabitants of 
the city and liberty of Westminster, who 
unanimously called Sir James Mackintosh 
to the chair. That gentleman having, in 
obedience to the wish of the meeting, 
taken the chair. 

Mr. Fox, so well and so honourably 
known as the Secretary of the Lancast- 
rian Institution, read a report whicii stat- 
ed the origin of the institution, its views, 
and the principles upon which it was es- 
tablished, and the whole substance of 
which will be found in the resolutions. 

Mr. Wakefield then read the following 
address, which was drawn up by the 
committee : — 

" England, in which useful learning 
has made so vast a progress, which raises 
for the public service an hundred millions 
per annum, which has its docks, its roads, 
us canals, upon a scale of expense with 



which no other nation can vie, has no 
adequate institutions for the education of 
the majority of (!,c population.* The chil- 
dren of those on whose exertions she is tu 
depend for wealth and for defence, are 
abandoned in the street*, and in the fields, 
to the example of the w eked and dissolute. 
Where no care is taken to give salutary 
occupations to the young and inexperi- 
enced, it follows, of necessity, that, they 
will be engaged in those which are hurt- 
ful. 

" In whatever degree happiness depends 
upon good conduct, and in whatever de- 
gree good conduct depends upon good 
understanding, and good habits, in that 
same degree do happiness and good con- 
duct depend upon training or education 

" That [he happiness of the great ma- 
jority of the population is, not the second 
but thejirst of national objects, no English- 
man will controvert. 

" That the happiness of the nation, all 
orders included, depends upon the food 
conduct of the great majority, all men ace 
forward to proclaim. 

" It is impossible to train the youno- to 
good habits, and good inclinations, by 
leaving them in idleness. The ground- 
work of our training must be employ, 
ment. 

" It is equally evident, that the preli. 
miliary employments which are given to 
children destined to the various occupa- 
tions in life, ought to be such as have a 
general, and as much as possible an equal 
application to all those diversities of pur- 
suit. Of all possible employments of this 
description, it is confidently assumed that 
reading, writing, and aiitiimetie, are the 
best. 

" For what is it that renders man a 
more useful being to eoclety than an ox or 
ahorse? The answer is, his capacities of 
reason and discourse. Now what is read- 
ing, writing, and arithmetic, but the use 
of written, instead of spoken reason and 
discourse ? In many respects, the advan- 
tages of written over spoken discourse, 



* A clergyman at. Manchester examin- 
ing the registers of the collegiate church, 
for tin.' hist six years., vii. from Ja.,uarv 
1, iS07, to the a 1st of December, !S12, 
he found, from the si^natutes, that so 
many as y~56 persons who had been mar- 
ried within that period, who were not 
able to write their own name. 
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both to the individual and the species, are 
immense, especially to the labouring man, 
who has seldom access to instructive con- 
versation, but at every moment of leisure 
may read instructive books. Some real 
friends of mankind are yet afraid that the 
use of written discourse will indispose the 
labouring portion of men to their neces- 
sary occupations. Writing, it is said, will 
make them aspire to be tlerks. Experi- 
ence refutes the objection. In Scotland, in 
Holland, and in the Protestant part of 
Switzerland, reading and writing have 
for several ages been universal. Has there 
been any abandonment in these countries 
of the necessary and laborious occupations? 
No. The good conduct of the laborious 
classes in these countries has been peculi- 
arly distinguished. The criminal calen- 
dars of England and Scotland, of a people 
under the same government, with similar 
laws, manners, faculties, language, and 
occupations, exhibit a striking fact : the 
people in Scotland are educated, the peo- 
ple in England are not educated, and in 
England criminal offences are eleven times 
more frequent ; thus, for one offence that 
is committed in Scotland, in equal por- 
tions of the populatien, eleven are com- 
mitted in England. 

" Under these impressions of the un- 
speakable advantages of education, it is 
proposed to form a grand association, pro- 
viding the means of elementary instruction 
to that important section of the metropo- 
lis, which is included in the City and Li- 
berty of Westminster, and the adjoining 
parishes ; the time is presumed to be fa- 
vourable, the attention of the public has 
been strongly excited to the importance 
of the object, and great improvements in 
respect to efficiency and economy, have 
been introduced into the methods of in- 
struction. 

" The nature of all such undertakings 
requires, that the first practical operation 
should be directed to the means of defray- 
ing the requisite expense, the contributions 
qf the inhabitants, which never can be af- 
forded for an object of greater national 
importance, are, therefore, earnestly so- 
licited ; the liberal and even noble dona- 
tions of the affluent are expected, and the 
smallest contributions of the laborious and 
frugal will be esteemed. The first will 
operate by their individual importance, 
the last by their multiplication If every 
parent who wishes or who prizes the edu- 
cation of his own child would bestow what 
he can spare, the means of creatinjr and 



maintaining a sufficient number of school* 
will be abundantly supplied. 

" For all important objects, accurate \ih 
formation is of the highest advantage. \ t 
is therefore proposed, that application* 
however laborious, shall be made by 
members of this association, from house t 
house, both to ascertain the number of un. 
educated children, and to receive subscrip. 
tions. It is expected and respectfully re* 
quested, that the applications be receiv- 
ed with civility, that the inquiries will be 
cheerfully answered, and that such con* 
tributions as are convenient will be made. 
It is proposed, that every Subscriber to 
the amount of<five shillings per annum 
shall be a member of the associa 1 in. 

" With regard to the plan of instruction, 
it is only necessary to say, that the best 
existing methods will be adopted, and 
every effort made to improve tbem ; that 
all distinctions on the ground of religion 
will be avoided, and of religious books 
the Bible alone, without gloss or com* 
ment, written or spoken, will be read." 

This address excited the strongest ex- 
pressions of satisfaction from all parts of 
the room. 

Mr. Wakefield then moved, that the 
address should be printed, and distributed 
to etery family and housekeeper at tin 
West end of the town._ 

Upon the question being put from the 
Chair on this Resolution, 

A gentleman, whose name we (?ould not 
learn, but who stated himself to be a 
Schoolmaster, said, he was ready most 
fully to acquiesce in the great benefits 
which were to be derived by society from 
the propagation of knowledge. He ex- 
pressed a hope, however, that means 
would be adopted to prevent those who 
could afford to pay for education, from 
taking advantage of the proposed S.hoo's. 
If this was not the case, many of those men 
wlto had devoted their lives to the attain- 
ment of science, with the view of giving 
instruction to youth, would be cast into 
oblivion, and deprived of the means of 
subsistence. 

Sir James Mackintosh observed, that 
the present motion was merely that the 
Address which had been read, and which 
had been drawn up in so masterly and so 
unanswerable a manner, should be print- 
ed. It would be for the Society hereafter 
to guard against those dangers to which 
all human establishments were naturally 
exposed. — (Htar.J 
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The Resolution was then carried unani- 
mously. . 

Mr. Fox theit read a series of Resolu- 
tions, drawn 'up hy tlie Committee, and in- 
tended for general publication. 

Mr. Hume-rose to move, that the first 
of these resolutions should be approved of 
by the Meeting. In doing this, he said, 
he was only sorry, that instead of" the 
boundaries which the resolution specified, 
the whole nation was not included. (ILur.) 
He felt peculiar pleasure in anticipating 
the pre-eminent and extensive benefits 
which would arise to society from the pro- 
posed plan of general education, and sin- 
cerely hoped, that the example set by the 
City of Westminster would be extended to 
ill parts of the country.— ( Hear, Hear.) 
qrhe extent of crime which txisted in Eng- 
land afforded a most melancholy spectacle, 
«nd gave a sufficient proof of the necessity 
of pursuing the admirable plan which was 
now proposed, as every one- must allow 
ft would he better to prevent crime, than 
to witness those scenes of horror which 
tf«re so frequently presented in the metro- 
pelis, in the execution of individuals, 
who, from the want of early instruction, 
were induced to step aside from the paths 
of rjectitude,- and plunge into the vortex 
of crime and dissipation. That education 
would have the effect of rendering such 
scenes less frequent,. he has no doubt, and 
he was satisfied, if carried to the extent of 
which it was capable, it would have a far 
more powerful effect than all the prohi- 
bitory or penal statutes in existence. (HtarJ 
He would take the liberty of re-iding a 
statement of the average number of com- 
mitments, and medium population for 
■even years in England and • Wales, and 
for six years, in Scotland ending with I8M, 
and in Ireland for six years, ending wiih 
JSJO, inclusive. Here the Hod. gentleman 
tead the following statement : 

Average number committed 
Medium population. for trial. 

Ireland- 4,300,000 2,644, or 1 in 1,702 
England 9,499,400 4,777, or 1 in 1,988 
Wales 607,-i80 72,orlin 8,436 

Scotland 1,804,864 89, or 1 in 20,279 

The average number of those who were 
sentenced to death and executed, yearly, 
during the same period, was 

Persons sentenced. 
Ireland 85 or 1 in 52,940 

VS^J 375i or 1 in 26,917 

Scotland 7§ or 1 in 257,837 

BELFAST MAC. HO. 1X1. 



Executed* 
Ireland, 48, or 1 in 93,750 

England 7 

Wales 5 5G > or 1 m 1 78,496 
Scotland 3J, or, 1 in 515,676 

These returns were taken from the pa- 
pers on the table of the House of Com- 
mons. The calculations, were carefully 
made, and the meeting "would see from 
them that they showed a difference of tei 
to one in the commitments for crimes in 
England and Scotland ; and it. was some- 
what singular that the exact ratio of per- 
sons who could read and write in Scotland, 
when compared with those ia England, 
was also ten to one, from which he thought 
he ihight fairly assume that vice and 
crimes in England were attributable in a 
great measure, if not solely, to the defici- 
ency of education and moral and religious 
instruction. Any individual who observ* 
ed the effect of education in the subordi- 
nate classes of society, must at once see 
its advantages, as those who had the bene- 
fit of early instruction, were invariably- 
found to make the best and most faithful 
servants. The result of an inquiry made 
hy Mr. Col^uhoun, and stated by him in 
a work, which he published in 1803, was, 
that in Great Britain alone there 
wer? no less than 1,755,000 persons, who 
were brought, up without education, which 
was nearly in proportion to the numbers 
committed to take their trials for crimes 
which they Ivad committed. He did not 
mean to deduce from this absolutely, that 
if education hijd been universal, crime 
would have been totally prevented, but 
he thought it was but fair to imagine, that 
had moral and religious instruction been 
more generally disseminated, much of this 
crime would not have existed. At pre- 
sent there sere not above 79 schools 
erected throughout all England for the 
education of the poor, and these were only 
calculated for the reception of 7,500 
persons, out of the two millions who 
were really devoid of all instruction what- 
ever. Such a cirqumstance ought to call 
forth the exertions of every individual in 
the country, and he hoped in the end the 
legislature would see the expediency of 
adopting some general measure for the 
education of all those persons who had 
hitherto remained in ignorance. The 
honourable gentleman then proceeded to 
allude to the formation cf Bible Societies, 
aud regretted that the sime spirit which 
prevailed in those societies had not been 
extended towards facilitating the means 
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of education, without which the cir- 
culation of the bible would be wholly 
useless. In conclusion, the honourable 
gentleman proposed the following resolu- 
tion :— 

" That tbi* association intend* provid- 
ing instruction in reading, writing, arith- 
metic, and good morals for the children 
of both sexes, and of every religious de- 
nomination, in a district, bounded on the 
north by the New-road, from Paddingto'n 
to Battle-bridge ; on the east by GrayV 
Iiin lane and the city of London, to the 
Thames ; on the south by the Thames, 
from the city of London to the intended 
bridge at Vauxhall; and on the west 
from Millbank through Grosvenor-pjace, 
Park-lane, and the Edgeware-road to the 
New-road," 

Colonel O'Kelly seconded the resolution, 
and it was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Silver then proposed the following 
resolution, after a short and eloquent 
speech on the incalculable advantages to 
be derived by society from the dissemina- 
tion of knowledge. 

** That by the last returns to parlia- 
ment, this district appears to contain 
&i,5£0 houses ; 84,529 families, 556,550 
inhabitants." Carried unanimously. 

'jtk i r. T. T. Clarice next proposed the 
^hird resolution, which was as follows : — 

* That every annual subscriber, of the 
amount of 5s. and upwards, be a member 
of this association. Every subscriber of 
five guineas, in one sum, a life member ; 
and everv subscriber of 30 guineas, a 
member of the committee." 

Mr. W.Allen moved the fourth resolu- 
tion, It was as follows :— - 

"That the wretched ignorance of a 
large portion of the population is the 
.fruitful parent of crime, the records of 
the Old Bailey, and the letter of the Rev. 
XJr. Ford, Ordinary of Newgate, "to Basil 
Montague, Esq. afford melanchojy proofs." 

Mr. Joseph Fox said, by the kindness 
of the committee a resolution had been 
put into his hands for the purpose of be- 
ing moved, a* his friend Mr. Allen was of 
opinion that it would come from him with 
perfect propriety. He was happy to state 
that for several years he had been engaged 
along with Mr. Allen in forwarding the 
Lancastrian institution, which had suc- 
ceeded almost beyond their most sanguine 
expectations. The resolution which lie 
w as about to propose, contained a decla- 
ration- — 

" That the benefits of education and of 



moral training are such, that of the many 
thousands of children educated at the 
Royal Lancasterian Institution, none has 
been known to be prosecuted for a crimi- 
nal offence." 

Joseph Lancaster, who founded the 
Borough School, in the year 1798, had the, 
opportunity of educating between nine 
and ten thousand children there. The 
neighbourhood was one of the most pro- 
fligate in the metropolis ; and if it had 
not been for the formation of that school, 
about 5-6tha, perhaps he might say 
9-10ths, of those children would have 
been left without any means of instruction 
whatever. From the year 1798 to the 
present time, a great number of the chil- 
dren thus neglected, would have grown, 
up to manhood, tainted with every species 
of vice, and many of them would hav« 
committed crimes, which must have for- 
feited their lives to the outraged laws of 
their country. Joseph Lancaster had 
made every possible inquiry, to learn 
whether any of the children educated un- 
der his auspices, had been criminally pro- 
secuted; but he never heard an instance 
where one of them had been publicly call- 
ed upon to answer for an offence. They 
knew very well, that where persons were 
accused of crimes, their birth, parentage, 
and -education, were inquired into; and 
if any individual, who had received in- 
struction at one of the Lancasterian 
schools, was found guilty of a crime, 
there would be found a great number of 
persons ready to proclaim the fact, and to 
contend that the system of education had en- 
tirely failed. But they need not now confine 
their view of t lie benefits of the Lancaster!-" 
an system to the Borough School ; through- 
out the kingdom the utility of*that mode of 
instruction was daily becoming more evi- 
dent. He would wish to call the attention 
of the assembly, for a moment, to the 
Philanthropic Society. He had recently 
been asking one of the servants of that 
institution, what he thought of the effects 
of education on the children committed to 
his care ? He answered, that, with res- 
pect to the boys of 14 or 15 years of age, 
who had long imbibed vicious habits, lie 
could say very little as to their improve- 
ment. They were most disorderly ; and, 
when he attempted to correct them, it was 
at the risk of his life. But the children 
of 8 or 9 years of age, were very much 
improved, he expected the best results to 
flow from the education bestowed upon 
them. It was to a population of that 
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description. the\r views were directed. 
And when gentlemen entered one of 
these schools, and viewed the progress of 
education, from the little creatures, who 
could not yet repeat their ABC, to boys 
of 12 or 13 years of age, just ready to go 
out, they must feel the most gratifying 
wnsations. He really wondered how the 
world had remained so long blind to the 
benefits of general improvement. But he 
hailed the growing liberality which was 
observed throughout the country, he 
hailed the spirit of opposition which has 
appeared, because from this collision, he 
)i<,ped the principle of education would 
be extended, and the grand result would 
be finally obtained. As a proof of this 
truth, he would refer to the town of 
Ipswich, with which Mr. Wakefield was 
particularly connected. A school had 
been formed there within the last fo.ur or 
jjve years ; some persons did not admire 
the plan, and they founded another for 
boys and girls. A third party did not ap- 
prove of either, and they erected a school 
of a different description ; so that, at pre- 
sent, there were five schools where for- 
merly there was only one ; and it had be- 
rime a matter of as great interest to can- 
vats for a child to go to any one of these 
schools, as it used to be to solicit a vote 
for a member of Parliament. In fact, in 
that large town there was not a single 
Child without education. He was, there- 
fare, particularly happy in moving the 
resolution, because as far as his individ- 
ual knowledge extended, he believed it to 
be strictly true. He then proposed the 
resolution) as stated in the commencement 
of his speech, which was unanimously 
agreed to. 

Mr. Lambe, after a few prefatory ob- 
servations, proposed — 

" That to take the children from the 
Streets, and to train them up in goodness* 
is the object of this association," 

Carried unanimously. 

Thomas Northmore, Esq. said, a reso- 
lution had that instant been put into his 
hand, which he had no objection whate- 
ver to move,, -at the same time that 
he should not detain the gentlemen pre- 
«nr> with many words. It was, he be- 
lieved, asserted by all the writers who 
had treated on the subject, that a new era 
had arrived. He was very glad of it.j be- 
cause for the last twenty years^ they had 
done nothing but what was wroug ; and 
h* trusted as they had touched upon a 
ww era, that they wcufd act directly 



contrary to their former mode of pro- 
ceeding, and encourage the dissemination 
of wisdom. They were told by the bible, 
a book which was in every man's mouth, 
but not in every man's practice, that wis- 
dom was the principal thing, and he was 
extremely happy to find, that they were 
about to pursue effectual means for the 
purpose of promoting it. Hitherto h* 
had seen nothing but fetes, and routs, and 
fashions, and midnight revels : and it af- 
forded him great satisfaction to perceive, 
that the public mind would now be direct- 
ed to matters of more importance. He 
then moved — 

"That to effect this object, inquiries 
will be made from house to house, by 
members of this association, both to ascer- 
tain the number of uneducated children, 
and to receive subscriptions ; and it is ex- 
pected, and respectfully requested, that 
the applications be received with civility, 
the inquities c^ "erfully answered, and 
such contributions as may be convenient 
will be made. In this inquiry, the assist- 
ance of gentlemen desirous of actively ex* 
erting themselves in promoting the great 
object of this association is anxiously en- 
treated, ancf they are requested as early 
as possible to send their names to the Se- 
cretary.'' Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Hume, after expatiatiog at some 
length on the great benefit which the As- 
sociation would derive from thesmallnes* 
of the sums proposed to be received, which, 
would, in many instances, interest indi- 
viduals in the prosperity of the Institution, 
and induce them to substitute personal 
exertions for pecuniary assistance — moved, 
" That the liberal, and even noble dona- 
tion of the affluent ; and the smallest con- 
tributions of the benevolent, the frugal and 
the laborious, are earnestly solicited, and 
will be equally esteemed. Carried unani- 
mously. 

Sir James Mackintosh said, he was 
then called upon to perform a small 
part of his duty as Chaiiman of that 
Meeting; but, before he proceeded to 
execute that duty, he was anxious to ad- 
dress a very few wordsto thegentlemen pre* 
sent, on the general objects of the associa- 
tion. At the same time he must observe, that 
so much had been said, and so well said, on 
those general objects, by theindividualswho 
had preceded him, that he had nothing 
new or important to which he could call 
the attention of the Association. He could 
not, however, .-jvoid jjarticijlarly noticing* 
amongst the addresses wbi'cb they bad 
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1 eard delivered on this occasion, the ob» 
servations of two gentlemen (Messrs. 
Fox and Allen,) who had spoken with 
greater force and effect to the understand- 
ing, than if they had possessed all the elo- 
quence, all the command of language, all 
the strength of expression, which it was 
possible to conceive. Their sentiments 
were thus forcible, because those gentle- 
men spoke from their own experience of 
the beneficial effects of education ; an 
experience which they had derived while 
exerting themselves in promoting the dis- 
semination of knowledge, and encouraging 
the practice of virtue. Such exertions, 
pure and disinterested and honorable as 
they were, would occasion posterity to 
class their names with those of Howard 
and of Clarkson ! After what had been 
said by such persons, after the informa- 
tion they had displayed on the subject, 
after the perfect knowledge, derived from 
the most authentic sources, which they 
had evinced, of the topics immediately 
connected with the objects of the associ- 
ation, it would be an unworthy .demand 
on their patience, an unwarrantable waste 
of their time, were he to detain the Meet- 
ing by going over those arguments which 
had been laid before them on so many 
occasions. It never could, however, be 
deemed improper, to advert to that sen- 
timent of liberality, which protected 
vv.fi encouraged, as a great national object, 
the progress of education. After a long 
sbsenre from his native country, he found, 
on iiis return, nothing so gratifying in 
its Condition, he saw no new occur- 
rence in iis affairs, with so much plea- 
sure as the rue and increase of that spi- 
rit from which the association he was then 
addressing, had derived its origin. He 
found truths, in themselves the most obvi- 
t us and the most certain, truths which had 
been acknowledged by wise and good 
men in all ages, and which the mistaken 
xeai of some, but the mistaken interest of 
of more, had opposed in this country, these 
truths he now found triumphant. They 
were not onlv generally acknowledged, 
but in conformity with them, a popular 
feeling in support of a system of national 
education, was everv day extending itself 
throughout the empire. He f* It very 
gieat pleasure in the reflection that the 
iirst body of his countrymen whom he met 
and addressed, after his long protracted 
absence, was assembled for so praise- 
worthy a purpose. Accident had placed 
him in that chair, which- would have betfn 



much better filled by his excellent friend 
Sir Samuel Romilly; who though absent 
in person, was present in spirit ; and whose 
assistance and countenance were never 
withheld from any cause in which wisdom 
and virtue could be employed to produce 
good effects for mankind. To fill, even 
by accident, the seat of a man whom he 
esteemed, nay, he might say, whom he re- 
verenced, he should ever contemplate as 
a verv high honor. With respect to the 
general objects of education, those gentle* 
men who had gone before him had so fully 
entered into the subject, that they really 
left him nothing to say. In every light in 
which the question could be considered, 
it stood forward as one of primary impor- 
tance. Whether it were viewed as pro- 
ducing habits of reasonable obedience 

not a blind and slavish obedience, but an 
obedience arising from the experience of 
its usefulness by the people themselves; 
whether it were considered as introducing 
amongst them those habits of reflection 
and consideration, on which the exis- 
tence of public morality must depend, 
and without which no man could advance 
himself in society, or ameliorate his con- 
dition : whether they contemplated it as 
arming nations and communities with pow- 
ers for their own defence, and at the same 
time, presenting a barrier to prevent the 
abuse of those powers to the injury of 
other nations — under each of these heads 
of consideration, the extensive benefits 
which the diffusion of knowledge must 
produce, could not be too highly estimat- 
ed. The dissemination of knowledge, 
the expansion of the human intellect, was 
the greatest power in the hands of the 
Creator, for the happiness and benefits of 
his creatures. Being perfectly convinced 
of this truth, he could not but hope that 
institutions for the diffusion of education 
would increase every hour. He hailed 
their origin as the forerunner of a gene- 
ral pacification throughout the world. 
He hailed their origin as the harbinger 
of a great moral revolution, which wai 
likely to produce more benefit to mankind 
than any thing which had occurred since; 
the first promulgation of Christianity- I' 
gave him very great pleasure to observe 
that this Society, designated by the simple 
title of " Schools for AH", Was supported 
by persons of different religious opinion*, 
perhaps of different political sentiments, 
They were all brought together to per- 
form that which he who really beliewJ 
in the religion he professed, and wto 
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felt internally the justice of the political 
doctrines he supported, would not .hesitate 
10 do A man could give but one pledge 
of his' sincerity on these points ; and that 
consisted in a desire that all persons should 
have the opportunity, an opportunity 
iffordfed by education, of examining hrs 
opinions, whether they were founded in 
theory or' in practice, whether they were 
beneficial or useless. Every man who 
did not wish to be looked upon as a mere 
hypocrite in his politics; every man who 
feared not to meet a public scrutiny, must 
concur in the propriety of thus granting 
that information, which would enable all 
pien to investigate his conduct. They had 
this test, by which real purity could be 
distinguished from th*t which only usurped 
the name. It also afforded him a favour- 
able presentiment of the success of their 
undertaking, when he saw it supported 
by that respectable, enlightened aud' vir- 
tuous class of society, who, it had been 
»aid, and the observation could not be too 
often repeated, formed the chief beauty, 
as well as the principal security of a state. 
To the middls order of society, the jvants 
Of their fellow-creatures were perfectly 
known; in removing those wants, they 
would not shiin personal inconvenience, 
they would not confine themselves to the 
mere advance of money, which was the 
only contribution of lazy wealth, the 
wretched compromise with the conscience 
of the affluent, intended to relieve then* 
from performing the active and more im- 
portant duties of benevolence. He was 
exceedingly happy that the association was 
founded and supported by such a class of 
people ; on whose virtue and integrity he 
would not then dilate, however pleasing the 
subject, because he saw himself surround- 
ed by so many of them. This, however, 



he would say, that on them must depend 
the improvement and increase of whatever 
good now existed in the courttry, of what- 
ever good might hereafter be expect- 
ed. He hoped, he most earnestly hoped, 
they were that day laying the foundation 
stone of a great asylum, in which thou- 
sands of human creatures would take re- 
fuge. He doubted not, that long after 
every human being he then addressed had 
ceased to exist, long after every person 
who heard him was cold in his grave, his 
name would be blessed by hundreds of 
thousands of his grateful fellow creatures, 
whom he had assisted to raise from degra- 
dation to usefulness, from depravity and 
ignorance to virtue and intellectual endow- 
ment. The Hon. Gentleman concluded 
by stating, that lie was directed to inform 
the individuals present, that subscription 
books were then open, for the convenience 
of such gentlemen as pleased to enter their 
names and contributions. 

Mr- Hume then moved, That Sir James 
Mackintosh do leave the Chair, and that 
Mr. Wakefield dp preside therein ; which 
having been cartied, the Hon. Gentleman 
moved-;, 

That the thanks of the meeting be given 
to Sir James Mackintosh, for the obliging 
manner in which he accepted the office of 
Chairman, and for the very able and dis- 
tinguished manner in which he has sup- 
ported the objects, and conducted the bu- 
siness of this meeting. 

This motion was carried by acclarr-. ion, 
and the meeting was then adjourned sine die. 

The Report slates, that a room, well 
adapted for the uses of this Association, 
has been -taken on the ground floor of the 
Grand Hotel in Covent Garden, where 
attendance is given from ten to four daily. 
Jostfu Fox, Secretary. 
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UNITARIAN SOCIETY. 

At a Special General Meeting of the 
Unitarian Society for promoting christian 
knowledge and the practice of virtue, by 
the distribution of books, convened for 
the purpose of taking into consideration 
the act lately passed for the " relief of 
persons who impugn the doctrine of the 



trinity," holden at the chapel in Essex- 
street, July 30th, ISIS, 

The Rev. Thomas Beisham, in the 
chair. 

The following resolutions moved by 
Isaac Solly, Esq., and seconded by Sir 
Charles Colville, were adopted. 

Resolved, 1. That the members of this. 
Society view with great satisfaction the 
■recent success of a measure, which more 



